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THE MESSAGES OF “THE VAN JONES SHOW”   
(ETHNOGRAPHY OF COMMUNICATION) 
Abstrak 
Penelitian ini menganalisis tentang etnografi komunikasi yang terjadi pada talk 
show antara Van Jones dan bintang tamu menggunakan teori SPEAKING dari 
Dell Hymes berdasarkan variasi topik dalam acara The Van Jones Show. Tujuan 
dari penelitian ini yaitu: Menjelaskan pesan komunikasi etnografi pada The Van 
Jones Show. Penelitian ini merupakan tipe  penelitian deskriptif kualitatif. 
Berdasarkan analisis data, ditemukan bahwa dari 5 data yang dianalisis oleh 
peneliti menggunakan teori SPEAKING dari Hymes sebagai alat untuk 
menganalisis, ditemukan bahwa pesan yang ingin disampaikan dalam talk show 
berbeda beda untuk setiap segmennya, antara lain: a) Segmen pertama, 
membagikan perasaan dan pengalaman peserta terhadap penembakan masal dan 
kontribusi mereka dalam memperjuangkan keadilan melawan kekerasan senjata. 
Pesan lain yaitu membuat masyarakat menyadari pentingnya voting. b) Segmen 
kedua, membagikan informasi dan pengalaman tentang tragedi penembakan dan 
mengkritik kerja politisi. c) Segmen ketiga, memberikan perspektif tentang 
agenda kebijakan dari siswa Parkland. d) Segment keempat, membagikan 
pengalaman dan perasaan peserta dan memberikan dukungan kepada kampanye e) 
Segmen kelima, membagikan perasaan terkait tragedi yang terjadi, mengirimkan 
harapan dan memberi saran terhadap kampanye.  
Kata kunci: komunikasi etnografi, formula speaking, pesan 
Abstracts 
This research investigates the ethnography of communication that occurs in the 
talk show interview among Van Jones and the guest using Dell Hymes ' 
SPEAKING theory depending on topic variations in The Van Jones Show. The 
purposes of this research is: explaining the message of communication conveyed 
in The Van Jones Show. This research is analyzed using descriptive qualitative 
research type. The SPEAKING theory by Hymes is used as the instrument in 
analyzing the data. Based on the analysis, it is found that the talk show has 
messages that are conveyed in each segment. They are: a) First segment, sharing 
the participant feelings and experiences toward shooting mass and their 
contribution in fighting for justice against gun violence. There are also sensitising 
people to realize the importance of voting in order to make the wrong people out. 
b) Second segment, sharing information and experience about the shooting 
tragedy and criticizing the working of politicians c) Third segment, giving 
perspective about policy agenda from Parkland students d) Fourth segment, 
sharing experience and feeling of participant and giving support to the movement 
e) Fifth segment, sharing feeling toward the tragedy, sending hope, and giving 
advice towards the movement.  







Language is very important in social mobility and human life. Wardhaugh 
(2006:1) stated that language is a code to make human relationship in social life 
because it is what the members of particular society speak. It can be concluded 
that language is being a part of society. Language has certain functions among 
others as a media to express ideas. Moreover, language is also used to 
communicate with other people. It makes human easier to express their ideas and 
exchange information. Therefore language as a communication instrument is used 
by people to convey messages, ideas, feelings, information, etc. There are no 
human activities without language.  
Communication will happen if people use language to communicate with 
others. Communication means the process of sending and receiving information 
or messages between two or more individuals effectively that have roles as 
speaker or sender and hearer or receiver the information or messages so that it can 
be understood easily. People do not speak in uncontrolled manner. It means that 
there are factors which determine the production of utterances. For the sake of the 
realization of good communication, individuals must have communicative 
competence.  Communicative competence means how to use language correctly 
and be able to use our language ability in communication to the others. 
Ethnography of communication seeks to discover how communication 
(including, but not limit to, language use) is culturally organized. It is a way to 
study how people talked. Hymes (1974) states that, "the starting point is the 
ethnographic analysis of the communication conduct of a community" (p. 9). 
Communication conduct is what people do when they communicate with each 
other. Hymes (1974) proposed the term ‘SPEAKING’. The eight components of 
the SPEAKING mnemonic are: (S) Setting including the time and place, physical 
aspects of the situation such as arrangement of furniture in the classroom; (P) 
Participant identity including personal characteristics such as age and sex, social 
status, relationship with each other; (E) Ends including the purpose of the event 
itself as well as the individual goals of the participants; (A) Act, sequence or how 




(K) Key or the tone and manner in which something is said or written; (I) 
Instrumentalities or the linguistic code i.e. language, dialect, variety and channel 
i.e. speech or writing; (N) Norm or the standard socio-cultural rules of interaction 
and interpretation; and (G) Genre or type of event such as lecture, poem, letter. 
(Farah, 1998: 126) 
The studies of ethnography of communication have been conducted by 
previous researchers. Afful (2017) entitled An Ethnography of Communication: 
Viva Voce in a Ghanaian University. Handayani (2012) entitled Handayani (2012) 
conducted the study entitled The Ethnography of Communication among Students 
and Teacher MAN 01 Semarang. Ray and Chinmay (2011) examined A Study on 
Ethnography of Communication: A Discourse Analysis with Hymes’ SPEAKING 
Model‘. Vakili et all (2012) The Analysis of Speech Events and Hymes 
‘SPEAKING’ Factors in the Comedy Television Series “FRIENDS”. Baym (2006) 
entitled Ethnography of Communication.  
Based on previous researchers, culture and society has important influence 
to people in communication. The writer has same perspective with other 
researchers. The researcher tries to conduct different research by using same 
theory by Hymes to analyze. The other researchers also used speaking grid by 
Hymes as a tool to analyze. Otherwise the writer finds the differences between 
this research and the previous research above. In this research, the writer tries to 
analyze the different object that is talk show and does not involve directly in the 
society like the previous researchers. 
In this research, the researcher will analyze this program especially the 
episode which is aired on March 24, 2018. This episode talks about the gun 
violence issues in America that just happened. The show invites the activists 
behind the demonstration that occured in Washington DC with header “The 
March For Our Lives”. This action as a form of protest against the gun violence 
that recently happened in Stoneman Douglas High School and require a regulation 
from government about gun controls. This show invites the activists of the action 
with header “The March For Our Lives” and the victim’s family of gun violence 




Samantha Fuentes, who are the young activists on gun violence, D'angelo 
Mcdade, Alex King, Savannah Lindquist, Jace Laquerre, and Jennifer Hudson as 
the guests in The Van Jones Show. 
The research questions in this study is: 1. What are the message conveyed 
in The Van Jones Show? 
2. METHOD 
In analyzing the data, In conducting the research, the researcher uses descriptive 
qualitative research type. The object of this research is the the interview among 
Van Jones and the guests in The Van Jones Show aired March 24, 2018. The data 
of this research are the utterances made by Van Jones as the host and the guest 
behind the march against gun violence. In this research, the researcher uses 
observation and documentation methods for collecting data. After the data of this 
research have been collected, the researcher analyzed them by using Hymes 
SPEAKING theory with the following procedures: 1) Seeing the data on each 
segment contained in the appendix section 2) Analyzing the data to find the 
messages in the The Van Jones Show 3) Explaining the message that conveyed in 
each segment of The Van Jones Show. 
3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
3.1 Findings 
In research findings, the researcher describes about some aspect and results that 
found during the process of analysis. The descriptive of the analysis is concluded 
based on the analysis of the data by using the elements of ethnography of 
communication by Dell Hymes . In the research finding is divided five segments 
based on the data analysis to be found the conclusion of each segments. The 
messages conveyed in each segment found in The Van Jones Show are: 
First segment: sharing feeling toward shooting mass, sharing the 
experience as the activist during the contribution in fighting for justice against gun 
violence, and sensitizing people to realize the importance of voting. Second 
segment: sharing information and experience about the tragedy that happened in 




Third segment: sharing perspective on policy agendas by Parkland 
students and giving perspective about the negative branded that is gotten by NRA 
member. Fourth segment: sharing experience in fighting for justice and giving 
support of the march. Fifth segment: sharing feeling and giving hope and advice 
towards the movement by Parkland students.  
3.2 Discussion 
The study utilizes the same theory generally based on the comparison of the 
research finding and the previous findings. The study uses ethnography of 
communication by Dell Hymes to analyze the data. But there is a distinction in the 
research object between this studies and previous studies. The study analyzes The 
Van Jones Show's talk show interview. While the previous research from Afful 
analyzed about viva voces organized by a department in a Ghanaian university, 
the previous research from Baym analyzed about shaking hand behavior, and the 
other previous is from Handayani that analyzed classroom interaction in English 
class.  
In this research, the writer tries to analyzes the different object that is talk 
show. The research just analyzed the content in the form of transcript or video 
without getting involved directly into the object to be studied as the other previous 
research. The talk show analysis used ethnography of communication to figure out 
all elements of communication ethnography according to the theory of Dell 
Hymes. Dell Hymes used the same theory in the previous studies but concentrated 
on setting, participating, and act sequence. The other previous is just focused on 
behavior as kind of communication in the form of shaking hands. The other 
previous study finds only the elements of communication ethnography without a 
motive what can be accomplished after discovering the elements of ethnography 
of communication. But the researcher discovers in this research that in some cases 
a dialog is not complete occasionally showed the elements of ethnography of 
communication. The researcher discovers that there are no norms in some of the 
dialog. But the researcher discovers in this research that not all dialog includes the 




In summary of the discussion part the researcher discovers the elements of 
communication ethnography and creates the explanation about the message 
conveyed in The Van Jones Show.  
4. CONCLUSION 
Based on the theory of ethnography of communication by Dell Hymes, the 
researcher analyze the elements of ethnography of communication and makes the 
inference in the use of elements of ethnography of communication in The Van 
Jones Show.  The data are 21 dialogues based on topic variations. Based on the 
result of the analysis of the messages that are conveyed in The Van Jones Show, 
the researcher draws some conclusion as follows: 
First segment: sharing feeling toward shooting mass, sharing the 
experience as the activist during the contribution in fighting for justice against gun 
violence, and sensitizing people to realize the importance of voting. Second 
segment: sharing information and experience about the tragedy that happened in 
Chicago and criticizing the workings of politicians, especially regarding 
budgeting. 
Third segment: sharing perspective on policy agendas by Parkland students 
and giving perspective about the negative branded that is gotten by NRA member. 
Fourth segment: sharing experience in fighting for justice and giving support of 
the march. Fifth segment: sharing feeling and giving hope and advice towards the 
movement by Parkland student 
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